Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 OSLO 03483 211126Z 

21 

ACTION LAB-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AGR-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 

INR-07 NSAE-00 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 CIEP-01 FRB-03 

OMB-01 /047W 

014029 

R 201508Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 276 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE OSLO 3483 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB EABR US NO 

SUB J : GRAPE AND LETTICE BOYCOTT 

REF: STATE 189415 

1. NORWEGIAN TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION VICE PRESIDENT ODD BACH 
INFORMED EMBASSY THAT HIS UNION WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY END ITS 
BOYCOTT OF NON-EAGLE-BRAND LETTUCE AND GRAPES. DECISION WILL 
BE MADE WITHIN NEXT WEEK OR TWO. ACCORDING TO BACH, WHO SAID 
NORWEGIAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION HAD BEEN CONSULTED 
BUT DECISION HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED INTERNATIONALLY, SINCE 
NORWEGIAN TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION'S BOYCOTT HAS IN FACT BREN 
THE ONLY EFFECTIVE BOYCOTT IN EUROPE. BACH SAID HE AND 
OTHERS IN TRANSPORT UNION HAD LEARNED FROM OTHER SOURCES THAT 
RATHER SATISFACTORY LEGISLATION HAD BEEN PASSED IN CALIFORNIA 
CONCERNING FARM WORKER ORGANIZATION. COMMENT: TRANSPORT 
WORKERS ARE HEART AND SOUL OF BOYCOTT ACTION HERE. BACH’S 
STATEMENT THT THIER BOYCOTT IS ONLY EFFECTIVE ONE IN EUROPE 
IS PROBABLY FAIRLY ACCURATE. TRANSPORT WORKERS HAVE LONG 
COMPLAINED ABOUT LACK OF EFFECTIVE ACTION BY UNIONS IN 
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WITH NON-EAGLE-BRAND AMERICAN LETTUCE AND GRAPES FROM UN- 
LOADING IN NORWEGIAN PORTS. THIS ENCOURAGED THEIR 
BEING UNLOADED ELSEWHERE AND TRUCKED TO NORWAY. TRANSPORT 
WORKERS’ DECISION TO END BOYCOTT MAY ALSO DISCOURAGE CONSUMER 
BOYCOTT EFFORTS. 
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